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MIGUEL MESA 

SPEAKS ON RESURGENT CNT 


On October 13 almost 100 people turned 
out to hear Miguel Mesa speak at Hart House 
on the resurgent anarcho-syndicalist unions 
of the CNT. The forum was sponsored by the 
Toronto Anarchist Group ^.s part of their 
discussion series Anarchism Today . 

Mesa gave a brief history of the CNT up 
to the fascist victory in 1939 and then 
described how the CNT managed to maintain 
a clandestine existence during the fascist 
period. By far the most interesting part 
of his presentation however, was his des¬ 
cription of the dramatic rebirth of the 
CNT following the death of Franco. 

Mesa related how his section in Malaga 
started from just eight people getting 
together and talking about refounding an 
aboveground CNT local in their city. The 
explosive growth of that local mirrored 
the CNT's growth throughout Spain. From a 
membership of approximately 20,000 at its 
inception the CNT has continued to grow 
by leaps and bounds that have astonished 
both friend and enemy alike. The latest 
reports from Spain place the CNT's current 
membership at close to 500,000 and still 
growing. The membership reflects the diver¬ 
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sity of the CNT's appeal with members 
ranging from construction and metal workers 
to teachers and musicians. 

During the question period Mesa dealt 
with questions ranging from the role of 
leadership within the CNT to the CNT's 
positions on feminism, ecology and armed 
struggle. In regard to leadership Mesa 
reiterated the anarchist position that 
leaders arise naturally in organizations 
but that leaders have no right to rule . 

Continued on Pg. 2. See CNT, 

MEDIA IGNORE REAL ISSUES 
IN POSTAL STRIKE 

Articles and letters screaming from the 
pages of the major Toronto newspapers have 
attempted to throw the blame of the postal 
strike onto the postal workers and their 
union executives. But in seeing the whole 
process in such a way they are committing 
themselves, whether deliberately or not, 
to a reactionary abstraction. They 
narrowly focus on one aspect of the process, 
i.e. the strike itself, and give no serious 
consideration to the causes of the strike 
and to the nature of the causes. The main 
point that the newspaper articles underline 
is the irresponsibility on the workers' 

Continued on Pg. 2 See Postal Strike. 







They serve a specific purpose for a speci¬ 
fic time and then return to the general 
membership. On the subject of feminism 
Mesa pointed out that feminists within the 
CNT have their own autonomous organization 
to further the cause of feminism. On ecolo¬ 
gy Mesa stated emphatically that the GMT 
recognizes that all economic policy must be 
ecologically sound. On the question of 
armed struggle Mesa said that it is irelle- 
vant in Spain at this time as the CNT is in 
no position to confront the armed forces of 
the State. The CNT, said Mesa, is a revolu¬ 
tionary anarchist union fighting the State 
on the economic battlefield where the work¬ 
ers are strongest. 

Mesa also brought a 16 mm film, this 
movie had originally been shot by the 
CNT during the Spanish revolution but 
later in the struggle the Republican 
government had taken the film and dubbed 
in a new soundtrack. This soundtrack made 
no reference to either the CNT or anarchism 
thus the audience was treated at one point 
to the ironic spectacle of seeing shots of 
a mass CNT rally in Barcelona, with black 
and red flags everywhere, while the voice¬ 
over narration spoke of enthusiastic Span¬ 
ish workers demonstrating "their support 
for the Republican Government!" 

Despite the film's unfortunate sound¬ 
track the evening itself was a great suc¬ 
cess. Over $100 was raised for the benefit 
of the CNT and brisk business was reported 
at both our own literature table and at the 
table of the Hamilton Totally Eclipsed group. 
A study group set up at the forum attracted 
sixteen members and will begin meeting soon 0 



POSTAL STRIKE cont. 

Yet the real issues are of such a clear 
nature that it is irresponsible for the 
NDP not to have acknowleged them. It is a 
matter that vitally concerns workers in 
their everyday life, and one which funda¬ 
mentally questions the entire socio-econom¬ 
ic status-quo in Canada. 

It is not surprising that the NDP takes 
such a stand. In fact, it is true to nature. 
The NDP hierarchy is filled to the crown 
with petite-bourgeios ideology, and their 
program is strictly one of state-corpora- 
tist capitalism. They seek only to insert 
their own band of privleged techno-bureau¬ 
crats - middle class, Trinity College- 
Rhodes Scholars - into positions of power. 

A system which forever denies the sub¬ 
stitution of capitalist values with worker 
control and human self-management• 

A right-wing newspaper quotes NDP MP's 
on the matter: "It's a shaky union. Its 
really just a dues-paying mob led by 
negative militants. When you ask for the 
particulars of their bargaining you get 
diatribes against the Post Office manage¬ 
ment ..." And another NDP MP: "The member¬ 
ship doesn't know the issues and the leader¬ 
ship is irrational — militant anarchists I 
call them." 

part toward the public, their 'greedy' 
demands for mcfre money, and their refusal 
to consider the bad economy of the country 
as a whole. 

What these writers don't see or don't 
want to see is that the postal workers' 
demands are not just economic in nature 
(in the narrowest meaning of "economic'). 

The major dispute is really organization¬ 
al. An underlying demand is for workers' 
control in the workplace. For union ste¬ 
wards to oversee the appointment of union 
workers to shop floor jobs and not allow 
management to arbitrarily (and in viola¬ 
tion of the collective agreement) appoint 
non-union staff to these positions. Espec¬ 
ially opposed is the placing of non-union 
part-time and temporary workers on the 
controversial automated sorting machines 
(which threaten to cause mass lay-offs of 
union handsorters). 

Shop floor union control is one aspect 
of syndicalism which has been functioning 
for years in major industry in Great Bri¬ 
tain, Australia and New Zealand. This is 
one of the main organizational patterns 
that will be a first step towards radical 
anarcho-syndicalism and a positive step 
towards workers' autonomy in their fight 
against capitalism and the State. 







































Anti-police violence 
in central Ontario 

As the first hot spring days arrived 
and Ontario city dwellers began streaming 
to surrounding beaches and parks, the 
metro police had a splendid opportunity 
to demonstrate their much talked about Law' 
n'order campaign. 

Scarborough Beach, the secluded eastern 
end of Toronto's east beaches, is a fav¬ 
orite weekend haunt of metro young people. 
Early in June, on a hot Friday night, a 
good time was being had by all. Evident¬ 
ly a policeman tried to charge several 
people with liquor offences. They were 
answered with a hail of rocks and empty 
bottles. Somehow he made it back to his 
cruiser and thanx to the miracle of radio 
about 15 cruisers, 3 paddy wagons,and 
ambulances soon arrived. During the res¬ 
ulting fracas over 30 people were arrested. 

The next day the reactionary press 
waxed lyrical over police chief Harold 
Adamson's "crackdown" and praised his 
troops for "quelling a riot". 

Scenes of regular anti-police violence 
abound in the Toronto areas weekend fun 
spots• At Wasaga beach on Lake Simcoe' 



O.P.P. cruisers are to be seen pocked and 
dented be that eveready weapon. At 
Mosport Park, the local raceway, several 
have been set on fire. 

Combine over-zealous enforcement of 
liquor and drug laws, law'n'order hype on 
the media with a largely unemployed youth 
( 68 % in one low income project in Toronto), 
not to mention the hot weather, and you 
have an explosive situation. Keep up the 
good work Harry! 


RARROT BETRAYS CUPW 


The postal strike is over. Sabotaged by 
an executive that crumbled when the crunch 
finally came. Parrot and the other members 
of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CU¬ 
PW ) national executive, reeling from the 
shock of nation-wide RCMP raids, the issuing 
of warrants for their arrest and the threat 
of mass firings, capitulated completely to 
the strike-breaking federal government. As 
Parrot himself stated " this is not a tac¬ 
tical move. It is a return to work - period." 
No work-to-rule or go-slows for Parrot just 
complete and utter surrender. 

Parrot it seems is more concerned with his 
own day in court than with the interests of 
his 23,000 fellow union members. The scenes 
of rage and frustration at the meetings 
where the back to work order was given bear 
eloquent testimony to the mass support for 

continuing the strike in the face of the 
governments desperate attempts at intimidation. 

Parrots rationalization of the betrayal was 
that the federal government had threatened to 
fire all postal workers not back on the job 
by 12:01 Thursday morning. What does this say 
about the spinelessness of todays business 
unionism? The men and women who fought and 


died in the battle to organize labour must be 
turning over in their graves to see such 
traitors to their class daring to call them¬ 
selves unionists. And make no mistake about 
it the working class stands in imminent dan¬ 
ger of losing everything that generations of 
unionists fought and suffered for. We face an 
enemy determined to strip the working class 
of its one weapon in the war against the 
bosses - the right to withdraw our labour. 

Already there are rumblings from Ottawa 
of an anti-radical witch-hunt which will have 
but one aim - to emasculate or destroy the 
labour movement in Canada. Liberal Senator 
Ray Perrault said Wednesday that the feds are 
"already investigating Communist involvement" 
in the strike. 

The federal government intends to make an 
example of the CUPW as part of their all out 
assault on organized labour. We call on the 
postal workers to fight back with every avail¬ 
able weapon} wildcat strikes, work to rules, 
go slows and whatever other forms of direct 
action seem called for. As one postal employee 
stated "I'm going back, not to work, just 
going back." 




NEW POPE. SAME DOPE 


SKID ROW SHOOTING GALLERY 


The target that FBI G-men test their 
pistol prowess on in their basement shoot¬ 
ing galleries bears the likeness of John 
Dillinger. We're not sure, of course, but 
we would bet that before long the target 
for Metro cops will bear the likeness of 
a stereotypical unemployed loser. 

In the last two months Metro's finest 
have gunned down four such men. People who 
could no longer endure the degradation and 
humiliation that the capitalist system in¬ 
flicts on those who inhabit the lower stra- 
tas of the class system. The police, the 
hired bully boys of the bourgeoisie, are 
charged with the responsibility of keeping 
a lid on this vast reservoir of despair and 
desperation. This is fairly easy to do when 
this desperation manifests itself as ordin¬ 
ary crime, they just have to find the "off¬ 
ender" and throw him in the slammer. But, 
as the economic crisis deepens more and 
more people are pushed into the ranks of 
the marginal population — people with 
little or no social utility. Many endure 
this capitalist purgatory with a stoicism 
worthy of a nobler cause, but many also 
crumble under the pressure. 

This kind of personal breakdown is more 
likely to result in acts of irrational 
violence than pre-meditated crime and at 
that point the policeman steps in. A theory 
has been advanced that some of these people 
are committing suicide by proxy. Subcons¬ 
ciously they want to die. It is a very con¬ 
venient theory and must be very comforting 
to liberal defenders of the role of the 
police. Needless to say they do not pursue 
this theory to its logical root — the 
social situation that creates the suicidal 
urge. It is much more convenient to view 
these occurrences as isolated acts of indi¬ 
vidual madness, that view does not call the 
established social order into question. And 
so people will continue to suffer in silent 
desperation and when the pain becomes too 
great to bear the executioner will be ready. 


For the second time in two months the 
world was treated to the spectacle of the 
Roman Catholic church picking a new boss. 

And though the various media once more 
joined in the rah-rah chorus customary for 
the enthronement of god's representative on • 
Earth the drama this time around seemed just 
a little strained and was almost overwhelmed 
by a distinct sense of deja vu. 

Despite the usual predictions of bold new 
directions it soon became obvious that what 
ex-cardinal Wojtyla stands for is more of 
the same old shit. Cardinal Wojtyla is known 
as a "hard liner" on priestly celibacy, seem¬ 
ingly a contradiction in terms, and a strong 
opponent of any sensible approach to contra¬ 
ception. Wojtyla is also well known as "an 
anti-Communist", read reactionary. In his 
acceptance speech Wojtyla declared "I was 
afraid of receiving this nomination but I 
have taken it in the spirit of obedience to 
our lord." Fear and obedience, the hallmarks 
of the authoritarian personality, it is ob¬ 
vious what the dominant tone of Wojtyla's 
reign will be. Those who seek to reform the 
church will not be heartened by Wojtylas 
selection. 

Much is also made of the fact that early 
in his life Wojtyla was a factory worker, 
but apparently a life of honest toil was not 
what the future pope had in mind. At the 
earliest opportunity he returned to his true 
vocation — filling the suckers with fears 
of hell-fire, damnation and communism„ 

With the rumours of foul play in the 
death of his predecessor Wojtyla had better 
keep a sharp eye on the Curia if he doesn’t 
want to set a new record for shortness of 
modern reign. Don't eat that wafer John Paul! 



New Pope sizes up the faithful. Anyone 
for world war III? Don't cross this guy!! 




Ward 9 Transit Revolt 



People in ward 9, in Toronto,s east end, 
are fed up and they won’t take it any more. 
They have been maintaining a persistant 
effort to have transit service improved 
since early spring. At that time a rate¬ 
payer’s meeting was attended by members 
of the Toronto Transit Commission and 
reform alderman Pat Sheppard. Area resid¬ 
ents are dissatisfied with bus service to 
the subway and "short-turning" of street¬ 
cars. Faced with criticism of their 
proposed solutions the TTC reps tried to 
cite their superior knowledge of such 


matters and pointed out that problems have 
been solved their way for more than 30 
years. The reps were then hounded by nearly 
everyone present, from young mothers to 
old men. They were accused of misleading 
the public, inaction and incompetance. 

A further meeting resulted, attended by 
TTC commissioners. It ran much as the 
previouse one, and the possibility of sit- 
down strikes on short-turned streetcars was 
raised. The TTC promised consultation with 
a _committee drawn from the ward. This com¬ 
mittee is open to any resident of the ward. 
Many innovative ideas have been produced 
and presented to the TTC who havn't come 
up with to many in the last 30 years. 

A recent meeting produced the spectacle 
of the committee and the TTC management 
sitting around opposite ends of the board- 
room table. A certain amount of agreement 
has been reached about ultimate goals but 
many miles through the corridors of bureau¬ 
cratic power must be traveled before any¬ 
thing. concrete will happen. The recent 
transit workers strike has temporarily held 
up activity, but furthur meetings are plan¬ 
ned to discuss the possibility of transit 
only zones in downtown Toronto. 


duelling maoists; shootout at the m-l corral 


Once more the violence prone 
Communist Party of Canada Marx¬ 
ist Leninist (CPC-ML) is in the 
news. The latest incident occ¬ 
urred Sunday, October 15th at 
their bookstore on Bloor St W. 
near Palmerston Ave. Connie 
Good went to the bookstore with 
a male companion to demand that 
the party stop harassing her — 

Ms. Good had recently resigned 
from the group. An arguement 
developed in the street and Ms. 

Good and her companion were 
dragged into the bookstore 
where they were assaulted by baseball bat wiel¬ 
ding party members giving a whole new meaning 
to "Maoist re-education." The police were call¬ 
ed and upon, arrival at the scene they too were 
assaulted with baseball bats and had to be 
treated later at a hospital for minor injuries. 
Six of the Maoists were arrested and charged 
with assault causing bodily h a rm. 

Such incidents are hardly new for the CPC 
(M-L), last year they were involved in several 
■incidents at York University that culminated 
in assaults upon their opponents with baseball 
bats. Several years ago the CPC (M-L) was well 
known for physically intimidating other left¬ 



wing groups at the popular'Bloor- 
Bathust street corner which the 
Maoists seemed to regard as their 
"turf" with a proprietary zeal de¬ 
cidedly unbecoming in a Marxist 
group. 

A recent article in Our Gener ¬ 
ation entitled The Marxist Lenin ¬ 
ist Left in Quebec stated that the 
CPC (M-L) was on "virtual self- 
destruct" in Quebec with their 
tactics of deliberately provoking 
the police into violent assaults 
on their members presumably to 
provide the movement with ready¬ 
made martyrs "for the cause." A tactic which has 
been eminently successful at least in terms of 
the number of Maoists charged with assault. 

Such tactics can only further isolate the CPC 
(M-L) within the left in Canada. Currently they 
are the virtual laughing stock of the movement 
and the butt of a host of jokes ( e.g. Q. How 
many Maoists does it take to hold a meeting? 

A. Two, One to talk and one to listen.) But 
seriously folks the kind of "movement-macho" 
displayed by the CPC (M-L) tends to bring the 
entire left into disrepute and must be fought. 

By the way do you know how you disrupt a Maoist 
meeting? You Don't!? Well just ask a question! 


















A real alternative? 


Theres a new newspaper on the University 
of Toronto campus modestly called The News - 
paper« The publishers of this newspaper 
would have us believe that they fill "a need," 
The "need" they perceive is for a campus 
alternative to the "left-wing doctrinairism 
of The Varsity . So at great personal expense 
and risk these three people; Steve Petranik, 
Ken Whitehurst and Tom Simpson have pooled 
their resources to produce The Newspaper <> 

The question is why, or rather, why now? 

To clarify things somewhat a little his¬ 
tory seems in order 0 Petranik, Whitehust and 
Simpson all worked for the Varsity last year,, 
Petranik was Review editor, Whitehurst a gen¬ 
eral assignment reporter and Simpson was a 
member of the Varsity Committee the body 
which oversees the operation of the paper. 
Whitehurst and Petranik ran for positions 
on The Varsity editorial board, Whitehust 
later withdrew presumably because he found 
the rest of the candidates too leftish, Pet¬ 
ranik ran and lost. Bob Simpson ran for the 
SAC presidency, he also lost. 

The scenario for the birth of The News - 
paper was now complete. We have the three 
main actors, defeated, disillusioned, facing 
the new year with the socialist hordes tri¬ 
umphant on all fronts. But, the forces of 
liberty, free enterprise and the chance to 
make a fast buck did not concede defeat. If 
they couldn't save The Varsity from itself 
they could at least run up the flag of re¬ 
sistance and attempt to rally the forces of 
reaction. Besides, starting up and success¬ 
fully maintaining a project of this scope 
looks awfully good on a Curricula Vitae. 

The paper itself is not a blatant right- 
wing tract, nothing so crude, after all these 
are educated people. Its dominant ideology 
is right-wing liberalism. Thus in the first 
issue we had an "expose" of the CPC (M-L) 

PRICELESS QUOTES : (Overheard during the re¬ 
cent by-elections.) 

"This is a country of many cultures and 
many languages. Where would we be without 
the Italians and the Ukrainians and the 
Portuguese and the Greeks and the Lebanese? 
Who would do the dirty work? And dig the 
subways? and mine the mines? And who would 
sweep the floors??" 

Bryce Mackesy; former Minister of Manpower 
and Immigration. 


"take-over" of the Waterloo university news¬ 
paper The Chevron . A guest editorial from 
SAC's reactionary-in-residence Brian O'Riordan 
and The Newspapers own editorial which coyly 
asked the question "Why The Newspaper? " 

The Newspaper has attracted a motley crew 
of out and out reactionaries, disillusioned 
radicals, lapsed liberals and assorted apoli- 
ticals. Such a volatile mixture has already 
produced a few rumbles of discontent against 
The Newspapers right-wing leitmotif. We have 
heard that there were objections from The 
Newspapers editorial trimvirate over the 
reviewing of the new Tom Robinson Band album. 

The TRB are a British left-wing rock group 
very heavily into class-struggle lyrics. The 
review was eventually printed in The Newspapers 
second issue as outright censorship would 
hardly have suited the kind of image the paper 
was trying to project. The Newspaper would 

much prefer the kind of self-censorship which 
needs no outside prompting to ignore all 
favourable mention of left-wing activity 
within our society. 

It is dificult to predict what the future 
holds for The Newspaper . If the editors stick 
to their policy of welcoming everyone who 
wishes to write for them it is hard to see 
how they will avoid the "problems" which they 
claim have discredited The Varsity . They have 
an obviously effecient Advertising staff, al¬ 
though they were not above a little shady 
dealing as when they answer their phones by 
saying "U of T, the newspaper" giving people 
especially advertisers the erroneous impression 
that they were speaking to The Varsity , and if 
they can maintain their present ad/copy ratio 
their financial future seems secure. The abil¬ 
ity of the print-n-dump press to survive and 
even thrive has been demonstrated many times 
(Quest, Toronto Calendar et, al.) 

Objectively The Newspaper is pretty small 
potatoes. They represent a miniscule addition 
to the torrent of bourgeois propaganda that 
floods our society. As such its success or 
failure is of little consequence. It will 
either degenerate into the cliquish sterility 
of anti-socialism or maintain its present 
quasi-liberal stance and become a fitting 
companion to The Varsity . They deserve each 
other. 



























NEW LOOK STAR 
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Torontonians awaited with bated breath 
several weeks ago the appearance of the 
Toronto Star in its latest trendy incarna¬ 
tion. The "new look" Star is the most recent 
attempt by Honderich and Go. to attain the 
circulation levels that once seemed so 
easily attainable after the collapse of the 
late, unlamented Toronto Telegram. In a 
deal that stank all the way to the bank the 
Star purchased the subscription list of the 
Telegram for a sum far in excess of their 
market value. It was widely rumoured that 
the Star had literally bought off the Tele¬ 
gram to clear the field in Toronto and 
leave the Star as the dominant paper in the 
lucrative "golden horseshoe" market. 

With eager anticipation the TORSTAR exec¬ 
utive waited for the Star's circulation fig¬ 
ures to rise up to and beyond the 600,000 
plus figure of the Star's glory days in the 
late forties and early fifties. And they 
waited and waited and waited. But instead 
of rising majestically the figures spluttered 
and spurted, wheezing instead of soaring up¬ 
ward. Finally even this slow but steady 
growth halted and the Star's circulation 
figures hung tenaciously around the 480,000 
mark. 

Clearly desperate measures were called 
for. Previously the Star had. gone through 
minor stylistic overhauls, rather like an 
ageing grande dame applying the powder and 
rouge a little heavier, now the time had 
come she realized for a total face-lift in 
a last vain attempt to attract the fickle 
reader. In fact the Star's "new look" was 
so brazen that it was rumoured that publish¬ 


er Honderiph got cold feet at the last min¬ 
ute and almost called the whole thing off — 
baloons and all. It seems he thought that 
the new snappy typeface, more folksy stlye 
in headlines and the slow but inexorable 
march of the more sensational stories from 
the back pages to the front was just a little 
un-Star. 

Among the other changes were the addition 
of a tabloid style entertainment guide, much 
to the delight of the arch-rival Toronto Sun, 
and the hiring of a couple of new "hip" col¬ 
umnists. These included a recycled Peter 
Gzowski and the tag-team of Bullock and 
^latchford. The Star plucked Blatchford from 
the Sports Dept, of the Globe and Mail and 
after reading several of her columns it is 
obvious that she should never have left. The 
two women specialize in that particularly 
bathetic genre of journalism known as "the 
human interest story." Orphans overcoming 
adversity, disillusioned idealists and all 
the poor-but-happy souls who make this world 
worth living in. 

It is said that the average newspaper is 
written so that anyone with a grade 10 educa¬ 
tion should be able to read and fully under- 
stan it. With its "new look" it is obvious 
that the Star is joining the Sun in the 
scramble for the Public School market. 
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‘Weedkiller To 
Overthrow Society’ 


Top security: Ladd, Bennett and Mills arrive at Lambeth last week. 


Officers from the anti-terrorist squad 
have been carrying out bizarre raids 
of the homes of anarchists and anarch¬ 
ist sympathisers in North London. Then- 
action comes in the wake of the con¬ 
spiracy to cause explosion charges 
recently preferred against Ronan 
Bennett, Iris Mills and Dafydd Ladd (see 
TO last week.) 

In one of the raids, in Grosvenor 
Avenue, Highbury, the police battered 
the door with a sledge-hammer without 
giving the occupants a chance to open 
it. Ironically, in attacking the door in 
this fashion, they jammed it and it took 
them nearly a quarter of an hour to get 
in. They removed three photo albums. 

Chris Broad, whose home it was, told 
Time Out : ‘They’ve raided here a num¬ 
ber of times before but the police who 
came this time didn’t seem to know 
what their colleagues had asked us 
before so their inter-departmental work 
must be very sloppy. After we got the 
door open they came running in—and 
that was after they had been standing 
on the doorstep for about ten minutes! 
Mainly they wanted us to identify 
people in the photo albums but their 
search was very thorough-they even 
took up the floorboards.’ 

In another raid, in Blythwood Road, 
Finsbury Park, the police showed the 
occupants, who are friends of the 
accused, an imaginative chart they had 
drawn up of Anarchism in Britain, 
detailing the different roles people had 
to play in the ‘group of idealists’ 
described in court by police. One of the 
people raided has been charged with 
possession of a small quantity of dope. 

A third visit, to Tollington Park, 
Hornsey, involved the questioning of a 
Spanish anarchist and lasted for more 
than an hour. The police took copious 
notes, only to be told by the man they 
were interviewing that everything he 
had told them had already been pub¬ 
lished in his recently published book 
on anarchism. Despite these raids and a 
series of other visits, centred on Fins¬ 


bury Park, no further arrests have been 
made. A house in Forest Road, Hack¬ 
ney, has received at least three visits. 

There was heavy security at Lambeth 
Magistrates Court last Thursday (June 
8) when Bennett, Mills and Ladd 
appeared again. They were escorted to 
the court from Brixton Prison in a 
bullet-proof van with armed police in 
attendance. Everyone entering the 
court was searched and press covering 
the case were locked into the press 
box. 

It will be at least another two 
months before the three come up for 
trial and the purpose of this latest ap¬ 
pearance was merely to remand them 
in custody for a further week and to 
hear applications for bail. But the 
hearing, in front of magistrate David 
Pryce-Jones (best known for his hand¬ 
ling of the recent Lewisham Twenty- 
Four cases and for sentencing Socialist 
Workers Party activist Kim Gordon to 
six weeks for incitement to riot), was 
interesting for a number of reasons. 

First, the police, in the person of 
Detective Inspector Peter Bradbury, 
announced that Mills and Bennett were 
suspected of having carried out four 
armed robberies which had yielded ten 
fire arms, two of which had been re¬ 
covered. These allegations came as a 
complete surprise to lawyers for the 
two. Mills and Bennet, sitting at op¬ 
posite ends of the dock, also shot each 
other looks of incredulity when Brad¬ 
bury mentioned armed robbery. 

Secondly, Bradbury continued to 


Iris Mills 


assert that the three were part of a ‘large 
group of idealists’ bent on overthrow¬ 
ing society. Bail was successfully op¬ 
posed on the grounds that the accused 
might commit ‘further offences’, inter¬ 
fere with witnesses or abscond. Brad¬ 
bury added, as an extra reason for 
opposing bail, that Ladd lived in a 
squat. 

But the most interesting aspect of 
the hearing centred around the evi¬ 
dence presented by the police. Under 
cross-examination by Larry Grant, 
lawyer for Bennet and Mills, Bradbury 
said that ‘no explosive devices’ had 
been found at the couple’s Bayswater 
flat, but there had been ‘weedkiller*, 
which Bradbury said he believed could 
be used to help make explosives, and 
also ‘other items’. 

‘What are they?’ asked Grant. 

‘I would hesitate to expose them,’ 
said Bradbury. 

(The ‘weedkiller factor’ calls to mind 
the last main period of anti-terrorist 
squad activity in 1974. At that time 
they raided a series of houses, and con¬ 
fiscated several packets of Tampax, 
which ‘could have been used as 
bomb fuses’.) 

All three defendants were taken still 
handcuffed from the court but man¬ 
aged to wave to friends as they were 
driven back to Brixton. Iris Mills, who 
was working in an antique shop when 
she was arrested, is the only woman in 
the prison, so she is in virtual solitary 
confinement for 24 hours a day. Ladd 
and Bennett have both been refused 
permission to see friends and their 
discussions with their lawyers in the 
magistrates court were conducted 
through a small aperture in the presence 
of a police officer. 

The current line of police inquiry, 
which has inevitably involved people 
who might have thought that they’d be 
left alone after the Angry Brigade trial, 
would point to another conspiracy trial 
on the Brigade lines with the key 
difference that there have been no 


bombings to provoke the arrests. 

Another odd aspect of the case is 
the way it is being handled by the anti¬ 
terrorist squad, which is composed of 
Special Branch and CII officers. The 
squad was reduced last autumn from 
200 to around 30 officers. It has be¬ 
come less and less involved in genuine 
anti-terrorist work since the last wave 
of bombings in London two years ago 
and was even used to help local police 
during the Lewisham National Front 
demonstration and counter-demo. ‘An¬ 
archist cells’ have always been the pre- 
! serve of the Special Branch, but there 
has been no sign of Roy Creamer, the 
1 Branch’s anarchist ‘expert’. There is 
little doubt that the anti-terrorist squad 
have been feeling increasingly under¬ 
employed of recent months. 


Bradbury (centre) and friends. 

Interestingly, although Bennett 
comes from N. Ireland, there has been 
no suggestion of an Irish link in this 
case. In fact, police originally described 
him as ‘an Englishman’. The three re¬ 
turn to court on Thursday, June 15. 
(Quncan Campbell) 



























A.C.F. CONFERENCE - The week-end of August 
26-2?, Hamilton & Niagara Region anarchists 
hosted in St. Catherines a conference of 
the Anarchist Communist Federation of 
North America. Delegates attended from Tor¬ 
onto, Regina, Ann Arbor, Illinois, West 
Virginia and New York City region. 

I.W.W. CONVENTION - On Labour Day week-end, 
the Industrial Workers of the World held 
its union convention in Chicago, delegates 
attending from the USA & Canada. On the in¬ 
dustrial front, the revolutionary syndical¬ 
ist IWW recently negotiated a contract at a 
Rockford, Michigan print shop and struck 
and won a contract at a book store in Ann 
Arbor. The IWW is in the midst of negotiat¬ 
ions at another, larger bookshop (80 employ- 
ses), has a troubled organizing drive on 
two.construction-irrigation projects in New 
Mexico, and remains in a stalled strike- 
stage at a machinery company in southern 
Illinois, where the employer is ignoring a 
government order to recognize the union 
and is sueing Metal Machinery Workers I.U. 
440 (IWW) for 200,000 dollars on harrass- 
ment charges. Picket arrest trials also 
continue. 

A.I.T. - The International Association of 
Workers (AIT in Spanish, Italian, Portug¬ 
ese & French) - which is the Bakuninist 
anarcho-syndicalist wing of the First Int¬ 
ernational - continues to reorganize. 

Though nearly destroyed by fascist & bol¬ 
shevik massacres, the skeleton network of 
the AIT kept fighting in underground. To¬ 
day it federates the CNT of Spain, the CGT 


in Portugal, GNTF in France, FORA in Argen 
tina, FORU in Uruguay, FORVe in Venezuela, 
the Bulgarian BAGF (underground and in exi¬ 
le) , the SWF in Britain, and the newly re¬ 
formed NSF in Norway, USI in Italy, and 
FAUD in West Germany. Only one, the CNT, is 
a mass union (with 500,000 members, the 
3rd largest in Spain). 

Independent of the AIT are: SAC in Swe¬ 
den, "libertarian syndicalist" with 20,000 
members and 2 nd largest in Sweden; the small 
IWW, mostly in the USA; the Chinese anarcho- 
syndicalist underground, with cells in Can¬ 
ton and the merchant marine; and the Worker- 
Student Resistance in Uruguay (including the 

? RP 33 guerrillas of the Tupamaros), string 
m many industries & unions. 


— -- aiiurumsx. .Lorenzo Kom- 

boa Ervin, serving a life sentence for a 
1969 sky-jack to Cuba, has been in the 
Control Unit isolation cells of Marion Fed¬ 
eral Penitentiary (Illinois) since early 
this summer. Established in 1971 , the 
Behavious Modification Programn has driven 
hundreds of prisoners to mental and spirit¬ 
ual breakdowns. Some have physically mutil¬ 
ated themselves in anguished desperation. 
Seven men have hanged themselves to death 

cells 0r within a few days of release, 
Another was murdered by guards and dumped 
m the morgue. The longest-serving prison¬ 
er died of a massive heart attack after a 
gruelling 6 years in the Control Unit 0 

Political Prisoner Komboa is holding out 
against horrifying odds. You can write him; 

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin # 18759-1 75 
P. 0 . Box 1000 Marion, Illinois USA 
I.F.A..- The International Anarchist Feder- 
ation is still alive in Europe, making an 

thp e wwT^ n COmeback from near-oblivion in 
the WWII era. Affiliates include the FAF in 

PoJtu^e the FA f- in Italy and the s P an ish and 
Portuguese sections of the FAI of Iberia. 

acti^itv e ^ C +J! tr T ° f i nternat ional anarchist 
activity is the Anarchist Black Cross, cent¬ 
red on the U.K. * cenx 
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